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"There is Power in the Name of Jesus" 


Last week we looked along as Peter preached his second sermon after the event of 
Pentecost. You will remember that the theme of the day was repentance and the relief 
and refreshment that follows repentance. There is a sweetness that comes with surrender 
to the will of God. When we wander from God's will for our lives we find ourselves in a 
dry and thirsty place. Repentance always involves a change, and we learned that there 
really are two types of repentance. There is the repentance we submit to when we're 
coming to Christ for the first time. Then there is the continual repentance as God directs 
us to become conformed into the image of Christ. The first repentance is repentance unto 
salvation, and the second repentance (over and over) is the way we repent unto 
sanctification. Today we will look at the power that came over the Church with the 
advent of the Holy Spirit. The disciples became bold and assisted in the healing of others 
by the authority and power of the name of Jesus. They had grown to fully understand 
that there is no salvation in any other but Him. 


Please stand with me as we read the focal passage of this morning. 


8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and 
elders of Israel: ° If we this day are judged for a good deed done to a helpless 
man, by what means he has been made well, '° let it be known to you all, and to 
all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before 
you whole. ” This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which has 
become the chief cornerstone.’ ? Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is 


no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 
(Acts 4:8-12 NKJV). 


This morning, we look at the reaction of the unbelievers to 
Peter's sermon. We read last week that 2,000 more came to 
faith in Christ in response to the gospel message that Peter 
preached following the healing of the paralytic. The church 
now numbered over 5,000 men (meaning with woman and 
children it was probably numbering between ten and twenty 
thousand). These results are astounding, but we must 
remember that when we present the gospel it isn't always so readily accepted. In fact, 
more times than not it is rejected. When the disciples invoked the name of Jesus and the 
paralytic was healed, there was a paradigm shift. Those who had been in power were 
suddenly powerless. It was a spiritual tsunami. The people could easily see that the 


disciples were much closer connected to the God of wonder, power, and miracles than the 
old establishment. 


This is precisely the sort of thing that brought about the Reformation. Historians tell us 
that with the advent of the bubonic plague on the population of Europe, it became 
obvious to the people that the priests and other church leaders were incapable of doing 
anything to stop the plague. Between 1346 and 1353 it is estimated that 33% of the 
population of Europe died. That would be like 100 million people dying in America 
today. These Jewish leaders who had cornered the market on a relationship with God 
saw things spinning out of control. The story of Jesus had to be stopped. The disciples 
had to be stopped. The genie was out of the bottle, and centuries of centralized power of 
the spiritual elite was threatened. Let's read the few verses before our focal passage for 
the day. Please open your Bibles to Acts chapter 4 verses 5 - 7 as I read, 


"3 And it came to pass, on the next day, that their rulers, elders, and scribes, ô as 
well as Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and as many as 
were of the family of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. ’ And 
when they had set them in the midst, they asked, “By what power or by what name 
have you done this?” (Acts 4:5-7 NKJV). 


So here we see the power players of the day. 
These are the scribes, rulers, and elders. These 
are the lawyers, the senators, the political 
representatives. These are the people who were 
calling the shots. The text tells us that the very 
High Priest Annas before whom Jesus had been 

taken was there with his family. Remember also 
that his son Caiaphas was the one who had taken Jesus on the night before the 
crucifixion. He was the one who had Jesus bound and beaten. It was at Caiaphas' house 
that Peter had denied he even knew Jesus. And think about this event that was probably 
no more than six weeks later. Here Caiaphas sees this same Peter bravely standing before 
the crowd, healing people, and testifying to the glory and majesty of Jesus. Caiaphas and 
his cronies are absolutely confused and they got straight to the heart of the matter 
demanding to know "by what power or by what name have you done these things”. 
Something had changed in this guy named Peter's life. What was it? 


Now let me ask you something. Had Caiaphas and the others seen this lame man healed? 
Probably. Was Peter absolutely clear about how had done the healing? Yes. Had he 
been completely clear about who Jesus was and what God's plan for mankind had been 
through the ministry of Jesus. Most certainly. This reminds us that even if we were to all 
see the few people in our congregation that are confined to a wheel chair get up and walk 
on their own feet, there would be people everywhere and anywhere that would not 
believe what we had all seen. I would say that outside of our little fellowship most 
people would explain away what we had seen done through the 
marvelous works of God. I can imagine doctors would come and 
tell us that some medical anomaly had occurred. We might even 
be visited by the District Attorney's office to see if we are involved 
in some sort of scam or fraudulent conspiracy out here at Union 
Grove. 


Something had happened to Peter and the disciples. What what was it? What changed 
everything? Looking at our text we read together, Peter explained again that this good 
deed that had been accomplished, this healing of a helpless man, had been accomplished 
solely by, through, and in the name of Jesus. What had happened to the Church? The 
members of the church had had an encounter with Jesus. The Church had learned that 
there is salvation in no other. The Church had learned that there is POWER in the name 
of Jesus. Yeshua is His name and it means "God Saves". Finding Him is finding 
salvation. Have you had an encounter with Jesus? Do you believe in your heart there is 
salvation in none other. Do you understand the power that is in the name of Jesus? 


What is the name of Jesus and why is it of any consequence? From a quick word study 
that I did this week I found at least 40 names of Jesus. They all speak to His person and 
to His ministry. This week I learned that I can pray to Him in those names and in those 
names He can minister to me. He can do the exact same thing for each of you. 
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(Romans 8:29) Scripture describes Him as not only 
the first fruit of all (1 Cor 15:23), but has the firstborn from the dead (Revelation 1:5) and 
the Heir of All Things (Hebrews 1:2) These are but a few of His names. Let me ask you 
again, do you know Him? 


Scripture is clear that He is first in many ways. 


His Outstanding Brilliance 

First, He is the exact image of God (Hebrews 1:3; John 14:9, 
2 Cor 4:4; Col 1:15) 

Not only is He the exact image of God, but He is the "Word". 
He was there at creation at the very making of the world and 
of the universe. (John 1; Revelation 19:13). It was out of that 
creation that He was the true light of the world. (John 1:3-9). 
He is always associated with light: 


He is the rising sun. 

He is the Living One. (Rev 1:18) 

He is the Bright and Morning Star. (Revelation 22:16, 2:28; 2 Peter 1:19) 
He is the True Light. (John 1:3-9; Isa 9:2; John 12:46) 


King David did not know Him but He knew of Him. David writes, "105 Thy word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path." (Psalm 119:105) 


So I will ask you this morning, do you just know about Him, or do you know Him? Is 
He the lamp for your feet? Is He the light shining on the path of your life? Have you 
> trusted in the name "God saves". Have you trusted in this Yeshua, this Jesus, who 
is the world's only hope? 

Salvation 


We cannot begin to understand the mysteries of our salvation. In seminary I learned of 
the term kenosis. This is the theological term to describe that Jesus underwent the cruelty 
of the cross as a man who had emptied Himself of the advantages of deity willingly. Do I 
understand this? No. Do I believe this? Yes. Scripture tells us, 


7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the 
likeness of men. ê And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and 
became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. °? Therefore God also 
has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, ” that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of 
those under the earth, ™ and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:7-11) 


This tells us that at His name EVERY knee will 
bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus the 
Messiah is Lord. Just imagine the scene before 
that great judgment seat when Hitler will be 
dragged before Him. Mussolini will be brought 
before Him. Pol Pot will be hauled out before 
Him. Stalin will be summoned. Mao will be 
ordered to appear. What will happen? They will 
ALL bend their knee at His name. They were so mighty in their glory, but God will bring 
them to justice for not only all of the evil that they did, but for their rejection of the King 
of All Kings and the Lord of All Lords. 


Church, many know of Him, but they do not acknowledge Him. Do you know Him? 
He is the architect of the universe and the Author of All Creation. 


He is the righteous one. (Acts 3:14; Jer 23:6, 33:15-16, Acts 7:52, Acts 22:14) 
He is the Lion of Judah. (Rev 5:5) 

He is the King of the Jews. (Matt 2:1-2) 

He is the promised Seed of Abraham. (Galatians 3:16) 

The Root of the Offspring of David. (Rev 22:16) 

He is the Faithful Witness. (Rev 1:5; Isaiah 55:4, John 18:37) 

He is Immanuel meaning "God with us". (Matt 1:23) 


When I am in trouble, He is my Capstone (Matt 21:42) and He is my Rock. (1 Cor 10:4) 
He is the Chief Cornerstone of not only the world, but of my life. He is the Bread of Life 
(John 8:12), the Gate (John 10:11-14), and He is the Good Shepherd (John 11:25). He is 
the Way. He is the Truth. He is the Life. (John 14:6). 


Let me ask you. Do you just know about Him, or do you know Him? 


He is the Vine and we are the branches. 

He is the Prince of Peace.... the Tsar Shalom. (Isaiah 9:6) 

He is my Rabbi. (John 1:38, 20:16, 49) 

He was Isaiah's Man of Sorrows. (Isaiah 53:3) 

He is the Passover Lamb. (1 Corinthians 5:7) 

He is the Horn of Salvation and the Consolation of Israel. (Luke 1:68-69) 


These are descriptive names of who He is, but do you know Him in your heart? Have 
you trusted in His name. Do you know Him? 


He is the Deliverer and Redeemer of the World. (Romans 11:26; Isaiah 59:20) 

Yet, from the beginning Satan tried but couldn't defeat Him. Herod tried to kill Him. 
His parents tried to hush Him. 

The community tried to banish Him. 

The nation rejected Him. 

The Pharasees tried to stop Him. 

The Sadducees tried to quiet Him. 

The scribes tried to silence Him. 

The Sanhedrin condemned Him. 

Pilate sentenced Him. 

The guards mocked Him. 

The Roman soldiers spat on Him and beat Him. 
The executioners nailed Him to the cross. 

The soldier pierced His side. 

Satan pronounced Him dead. 


But.....death couldn't keep Him. 
The grave couldn't hold Him. I am asking you this morning. Do you know Him? 


This is my Jesus. This is Yeshua HaMeshiach. This is the name above all names? Peter 
and John knew Him and could boldly say, "Salvation comes 
no other way; no other name has been or will be given to us 
by which we can be saved, only this one.” (Acts 4:8-12 The 
Message). 


So, let me ask you one more time this morning. Do you know 
Him? With bowed heads and closed eyes, let me say that if 
your answer is "no", today can be the day of your salvation. 
We have talked today about the Name of the Lord. And what 
is His name? It is Jesus. His name means "God saves", and 
He is knocking on the door of your heart this morning. Will 
you answer and receive Him. 
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